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Word from the Administrator
Open Houses
We have Open Houses scheduled the following dates.
January 25
6:00-8:00 pm
February 15
6:00-8:00 pm
April 23
5:00-8:00 pm
Please tell your friends and neighbors. Don't forget that if you turn
in a referral form to the office before someone contacts the school,
and they end up enrolling, you could be eligible for a $500 tuition
break for next year. We actually had several families who paid nearly half of their tuition last year with referrals.
Matthew Reisberg
Principal/
Administrator

Permission Slips
We are having an issue with permission slips being returned. We
send them out several times. Please understand that an email, a
phone call, or a handwritten note really do not meet any legal requirements. The permission slip has the needed information on it,
and that is what must be returned. For example, if something were
to happen to your student and we had to take them to the hospital,
the permission slip gives us permission to do that. However, without
the permission slip giving authorization, they could not be treated at
the hospital. We are not trying to be difficult about it. We just need
the signed permission slip form returned so that we can ensure your
child's safety, etc. When you receive emails, please print out the
forms (at home, at the public library, etc.) and bring them to
school. Thanks for your help in this matter.
Spirit Week
Please see the attached information on Spirit Week for when we return in January. We encourage each student to show their school
spirit and plan to dress up according to the guidelines each day. This
can really be fun as long as the students don't push the limits.
Plan to join us for Homecoming, Alumni games, International Chapel, Alumni Chapel, Student vs. Staff game, Pep Rally, and more
throughout Spirit Week.
Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube
Have you liked us on Facebook? Are you following us on Twitter
and YouTube? Following us on these sites can help to keep you updated with valuable information and things that are happening at
CCS.

A Word from the Administrator (Continued)
Early Stay
Please do not leave your child(ren) at school prior to the start of Early Stay at 7:20 am. It is
a safety hazard and too cold for them to wait alone outside of the building.

Remind Text Line
Don't forget to join each group that applies to you on our “Remind” text line so that you get
the needed updates that apply to you. If you want announcements that apply to the entire
school, such as school closings, then join the "General" group. If your student plays on a
sports team, and you want updates on how they did at the away game or what the return
time is, then join the team groups that your student is on. Information on the "Remind" text
line is available at www.carrollchristian.com under the "Info" tab.
Please Read Information
Please be sure to read the newsletter and other emails that are sent out. We spend a lot of
time with parents stopping in, calling in, or emailing to ask questions that are already answered in the information that was sent out and also posted on the "Info" tab. Just to be
honest, it is frustrating to spend a lot of time and effort to communicate and even strive
to over-communicate so that everything is clear only to have to do the work all over
again. The common response is, "I am busy and didn't have time to read that." That may
be true. However, it takes time to pick up a phone to call or to send an email. The answer
is already there and given out in several ways as we try to help you. While you are busy
with keeping up with your children, we are also busy trying to keep up with 325 students
and their parents. When we put information together and put it out, we have communicated
it, and the next activity's plans are coming right at us. We move on to getting the next thing
prepared and communicated and are counting on you to take the information that is communicated several times in many ways and do your part with that information. I understand
the problem is that if you are reading this, then I am actually not talking to you. Thank you
for helping us communicate with you.
Registration and Re-enrollment Information
We are in the process of working on staffing, registration, and re-enrollment information.
As always, we will be getting that out to you soon after we return from the Christmas
Break. We will open re-enrollment in early January for current CCS families and will let
you know when.
Christmas Break
Enjoy the Christmas break! Be safe and enjoy time with family! School will resume
on Monday, January 8. Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

A Word from the Administrator (Continued)
From My Heart
Have you ever noticed the Ten Commandments have all emphasize a valuable concept? It is
something that is being removed from society today, and it is important. What is it? They all emphasize respect for authority.
God doesn't give thousands of laws. He reduced them to ten. What do those ten emphasize? The
first four establish that He is God and dictate how we should relate to Him. The 5th emphasizes
human authority and that parents must be obeyed. Continuing through the list, the main thought
over and over is to obey authority. We are told that if we disobey any of them, it is as if we disobeyed all of them. If you disrespect your boss, then it is as if you directly disrespected God. If
you disrespect your parents, if you mistreat your neighbors, etc., it is a direct disrespect to God.
Today's generation does not know the line of authority. Many parents today want to be buddies
instead of parents. We need to get back to the basics. There is a reason why CCS requires students to say, "yes sir" or "no ma'am." There is a reason why an adult should be called “Mr.” or
“Mrs.” I know. I have heard it... “Don’t call me Mr. Johnson. That is my father. I am
Tim." Adults address each other by their first names, and younger people do the same with their
peers. However, a younger person should see an older person in a position of authority and address them accordingly—not with a first name, but with a proper title. That is just the way God
intended it to be. The foundation of all success is in the proper respect of authority.
Do you teach your children to respect a policeman, a soldier, a pastor, a teacher, or any adult? If
they don’t learn to respect authority at an early age, they will not learn to respect you. They will
not obey you. Likewise, do you respect and obey authority? Your children will do what they see
you do. If you complain and tear down authority, then so will they. If you criticize the teacher,
preacher, or your boss, then so will they. Why do we yell at referees? That is what the kids see us
do. That is what they see the stars on TV do. It is all about me winning. Instead, the bottom line
is the referee is the authority. The policeman is the authority. The parent is the authority.
The ten commandments teach the proper relationship between God and man. They teach us not
only to respect authority but to respect each other. In today's world, we need to learn to treat each
other with respect. Watch most TV shows of today. What do the they do? They make fun of
Dad. They tear down marriage. They destroy authority. That is what is shaping our kids. Turn
on the news. The policemen are bad. The soldiers are bad. The one who kneels for the National
Anthem is a hero. The ones who loot and destroy is what are kids see daily. What they need to
see is a proper respect for each other and a proper respect for authority.
To put it simply, have the proper respect for God and have the proper respect for man. When
asked which commandment was greatest, Jesus said to "Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind." He went on to say to "Love your neighbor as
yourself". It is all about respect! "If you love Me, keep My commandments." Let's teach our
kids to love and respect each other and all authority.

Events
Calendar
Announcements
Christmas Break is Here! Dec 23—Jan 7
January Events
8 Classes Resume
8-12 Spirit Week
11 Alumni Day
12 Homecoming
15 Panera Fundraiser

CCS Sports Roundup

Practice Schedule:

Girls Varsity Practices:
January 2,3, and 5 1:00-3:00
January 4
10:30-12:30

Spirit Week is the first week back to school in January!
Dates: January 8th-12th
Themes
Monday 1/8/2018: Pajama and/or Favorite Sports Team Day
Tuesday 1/9/2018: Career Day/International Day/Tourist Day
Wednesday 1/10/2018: Squad Day/Twin Day or Hill Billy/Western Day
Thursday 1/11/2018: Circle of Life Day, Holiday Day, or Stoplight Day
Friday 1/12/2018: Patriot Pride Day
Come out and cheer on our teams Friday afternoon and evening at
Homecoming!!!
For explanations of each theme, please
refer to the Spirit Week Guidelines, which
were attached to the email containing this
newsletter. They may also be found on the
school webpage’s Info tab.

Do you have an interest in solving problems, perhaps being
the next Albert Einstein or Thomas Edison?

Well, CCS is finalizing plans for an afterschool STEM class based on VEX IQ
Robotics starting after the Christmas break. The curriculum is geared more
for middle school students, and no prior knowledge is needed. The cost will
be $10 to cover the cost of the student book, which they will keep. This will
be a hands-on class, so a Robotics kit will be provided for in-class use. If you
are interested in reserving your spot or if you have more questions, send an
email to robotics@darcomputing.net. Please include the student's name
and grade level.

From the
Discovery Center
with Mrs. Delph
I recently viewed an NILD webinar entitled, “Memory: A Key Executive Function Process in Learning,” by
Surina Basho, Ph.D. I thought I would share some of the key points with all our CCS parents since the topic reaches all students (and adults), those with learning differences and those without.
Neuroscientists generally divide our memory into three parts: sensory; working (short-term); and longterm.
Our sensory memory receives input through our five senses. Consider that we are bombarded daily by
the information that is coming into our brains via our five senses. Our brains are constantly filtering the
information we need to keep versus the information we need to let go. Interestingly, most of the information we encounter is discarded immediately upon entering our senses. For example, when we pick up a
book and begin to read, our brains receive the touch sensation produced from our fingers touching the paper, and immediately discard that information, while (hopefully) choosing to hold onto the information
that is coming into our brains through our eyes – the words on the page.
Think of our sensory memory as having to answer the following questions on a constant basis*:
Is this input important?
Should I hold onto this information or let it go?
Does this information need to be processed?
Should I bring this information into conscious awareness?
Do I need to think about this further?
*(Imagine the difficulty this subconscious act poses for individuals with ADHD.)
If our brains choose to give the input attention, the information will then be moved into our working or
short-term memories. Think of working memory as a white board in our brains where we consciously process information. It is this memory that plays a major role in the learning process. If individuals have
learning differences in this area, they will struggle greatly with academics. In addition to learning differences, age also impacts the ability of our working memory. Neurotypical results indicate that as we age,
our working memory’s ability declines. For example, individuals aged 16 to 17 can typically remember a
string of five numbers and recite them backwards (holding onto the string and then manipulating it to say
it in reverse order), whereas individuals aged 70 to 74 can normally hold onto and manipulate only three
numbers.
There are strategies and memory exercises that Discovery students learn while participating in educational therapy. These strategies can also be, and oftentimes are, utilized by students and individuals who do
not participate in educational therapy. Some strategies are intuitively used by people without conscious
thought. For example, people often “chunk” or group numbers into sets of three to remember a string of
numbers.
Continued on next page

From the
Discovery Center
with Mrs. Delph
Memory continued
How then, does information transfer from our working memory into our long-term memory – the goal of all
academics? Retaining information in our brains indefinitely (long-term memory) requires effortful rehearsal. A student’s ability to relate new information to experiences in their own lives is extremely valuable in
ensuring new material goes into long-term memory. The most effective way to hold onto newly acquired
information, then, is for students to “pull up” information they already know and then “pin” the new information onto their pre-existing knowledge. For example, when teaching students about the Pilgrims’ voyage
to America, a teacher (or parent) would be wise to begin the discussion by having the students articulate all
they know about ships and sailing.
Many people have been taught that learners are auditory, visual, or sensory learners. While it is true that
most of us have preferred methods of learning, the best way to ensure information is placed in long-term
memory is to use “multiple points of entry,” e.g., visualize the information, write down the information,
read about it, and act out the information. Studies prove that by using all these methods, students will be
more likely to retain the material, regardless of which style of learning comes most natural to them.
Neuroscientists believe our long-term memory’s capacity is unlimited. We create long-term memories that
last a few minutes to several years or even a lifetime. Neuroscientists still do not fully understand longterm memory. For example, how do we remember: How to walk? How to talk? How to ride a bike? Once
mastered, we do not have to re-learn these skills every day. They are in our long-term memories as are certain ideas, concepts and academics.
Following are a few strategies I encourage students and adults to use to help with memory.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Understand what you are trying to remember
Pay attention to get the information in
Chunk information
Repeat, apply, review
Glue the new information to old information already in your memory
Use your strengths (verbal or visual)
Hook new information onto something personal
Hook new information onto something funny, weird, crazy
GET MORE SLEEP

For more information on memory, see the following resources which were recommended in the webinar: Promoting Executive Function in the Classroom, Chapter 5: Remembering: Teaching students how to
retain and mentally manipulate information (Kincaid & Trautman, 2010); Using Knowledge of Student Cognition to Differentiate Instruction (Watson & Gable) http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/everylearner/6693; Dr. Tracy Alloway’s website: http://tracyalloway.com/; ADDitude website “Executive Function
Worksheet” checklist of child’s executive function challenges and interventions that may be effective.

Preschool
News

Preschool
K2 - Mrs. Richardson
This week, as we continue our celebration of Jesus birth we're learning
about some of the special colors of the season -- red, gold, white, green,
and brown (for the stable where Jesus was born). We made red and white
candy canes to hang on our Christmas trees. (And noticed that when we
turn them around they become the letter "J" -- J is for Jesus! We put yellow straw in a manger for baby Jesus and covered him with a nice warm
blanket. We had "snowball" fights and played with our polar animals in
our pretend white snow. We also finished the last few days of our advent
calendar and enjoyed a birthday cake for Jesus -- and a birthday snack for
our friend Owen (his birthday is on Christmas, too!). We’re getting so excited! Christmas is just a few days away!! Happy birthday, Jesus!

Check out what we did this week on our website!
https://spark.adobe.com/page/IPjDXl6fs1pSk/

K3 - Mrs. Myers
We had such a fun week talking about Christmas and celebrating, too!
Check out what we did this week on our website!
https://spark.adobe.com/page/2nShumz2TPuoQ/

K4 - Mrs.Crago
This week, we have been celebrating Jesus’ birthday. We even had
cupcakes with candles. Our letter this week was letter L, and we visited the library and went upstairs to high school to see the Christmas lights.
Check out what we did this week on our website!
https://spark.adobe.com/page/Arz4YkX9ccZ6q/

Elementary
Classes

Kindergarten—Mrs. Bassler and Mrs. Hendra
We are praising God as many of our students have
asked Jesus into their heart this week. We are learning that Jesus’ gift to us is His free gift of salvation for
all who believe! What a blessing and privilege we
have had to lead children to Christ! We are honored.
We are busy, busy, busy making Christmas gifts for
our parents. We are doing our best to stay focused on
school work as well. The math facts game is a big hit!
Nathalie enjoyed a fun weekend with Larry, the letter
loving lion. A surprise visit from a special Santa made
for an exciting day. We look forward to joining all the
students at the special Christmas Chapel this coming
Friday. We wish you all a blessed Christmas and a
happy new year!
Check out what we did this week on our website!
https://spark.adobe.com/page/kqY24RaaCnoh9/

1st Grade - Mrs. Beard
Our students are ready for their Christmas break and are very
excited! We have worked hard to finish our work and are ready
for second semester. We have spent quite a bit of time learning
the wonderful Christmas story, and the students are enjoying
that. Our “Good Behavior” trees look amazing! Thank you, boys
and girls, for your GOOD BEHAVIOR! Congratulations, AUBREY,
our student of the Week! We are celebrating Trace’s birthday
this week. Thank you for sharing your special day with us, Trace.
Have a blessed Christmas!
Check out what we did this week on our website!
https://spark.adobe.com/page/fxKdh2BLOJqck/

Elementary Continued
2nd Grade - Miss Sachs
Second grade has been doing a wonderful
job so far presenting our first book reports!
We enjoy reading from “The Magic Tree
House” series every day, and for their book
reports, each student chose a book to read
from the series. They brought in something
that related to their book to show to the
class. We have been busy making Christmas
crafts throughout the week. At the end of
the week was our Christmas party, and we
were so excited! Have a very Merry Christmas and a fun, relaxing Christmas break!

Check out what we did this week on our website!
https://spark.adobe.com/page/Y8btiOnrIxNfd/

3rd Grade - Mrs. McLaughlin
Third grade is busy finishing up a Christmas project for the parents. We also have begun a fun unit on fractions in Math. In
Language, we are starting a unit on the
friendly letter and thank-you note. We
will be writing letters when we return
after Christmas break. We will also be
starting History and Health after Christmas
break. Enjoy your time off and have a
blessed Christmas remembering the true
reason for the season.
Check out what we did this week on our
website!
https://spark.adobe.com/page/mf06HnhBZlKLP/

Elementary continued
4th Grade - Mrs. Eckard
Last Friday, the 4th and 5th grades went caroling at two nursing homes to visit Howard
Otto and Althea Carlson. Thank you, Mr. Bittman, for driving our bus. Thank you, Mrs.
Peterson and Mrs. Clemons, for joining in on
our fun. It started to snow, so school called
for an early dismissal, and we had to return
earlier than we had planned. Thank you,
Lord, for keeping all of us safe and allowing
us to be a blessing to others. We had McD's
hamburgers and fries for a quick
lunch. Then Mrs. Saulsbury and Mrs. Schott
had our hot chocolate and homemade cookies ready for us at the end of the day. Thank
you, ladies, for all of your love.
Check out what we did this week on our website!
https://spark.adobe.com/page/Qj3h6F3PnHHis/

5th Grade - Miss Castaneda
We had an exciting week celebrating Christmas.
We still worked hard to finish up a couple chapters
before Christmas break, but we had a fun time
caroling and having our all-school chapel where
we cheered on who we thought had the ugliest
sweater. We also had a special visitor… “Santa
Clark”! We are all looking forward to our 2-week
break. Merry Christmas!
Check out what we did this week on our website!
https://spark.adobe.com/page/ORsSTgF92cYjT/

Secondary:
Middle & High
School

Our students were busy with midterm exams
this week, but we ended with some fun as
we had our combined all-school chapel service and class parties today. 8th—12th graders visited assisted living facilities and nursing
homes to bless others with Christmas carols.
We donned ugly sweaters, ate yummy treats,
and excitedly anticipated noon so that we
could start our Christmas break. We wish you
all a blessed Christmas and hope you have
time to not only enjoy family but also reflect
on God’s greatest gift to us, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Check out more secondary news by clicking the link below:
[Click Here]

